Headline Techniques

Rhyming words
Headlines that use rhyming words sound appealing, like mini-poems. Example: Owl on the prowl
Alliteration
Alliteration headlines use repetition of the same sounds at the beginning of words; most tongue twisters use alliteration. In KS2 pupils will learn about alliteration which can be used to great effect in newspaper headlines. Example: Bamboo bikes in Britain
Puns
Puns are employed a lot in newspaper headline and use the altering of words to attract attention. Example: Baa-rilliant news! instead of ‘brilliant news’ for a story about Shaun the Sheep having new website pages.
Homophones where two or more words having the same pronunciation but different meanings are also often used. Example: Oh dear oh deer for a story about problems an increase in the deer population is causing.
Shock and Intrigue
Headlines that are designed to cause shock or intrigue ensure the reader can’t resist finding out the details of the story. Example: I was constantly upside down!

